
YSGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ 
MEETING
September 20, 2021



Agenda

◦ Consideration: Consent Items

◦ Report of the Chair and Executive Officer

◦ Water Conditions Update
◦ Dana Carey, Yolo County OES
◦ Tim Busch, Woodland Davis Clean Water Agency

◦ Leo Refsland, Madison/Knights Landing/Cacheville CSDs

◦ Charlie Schaupp, Esparto CSD

◦ Consideration: RWUA’s Request to Join YSGA

◦ Consideration: North Yolo Management Area Recharge Project

◦ Consideration: Formation of YSGA Drought Contingency Planning Committee

◦ Update on Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development 

◦ Members’ Reports and Future Agenda Items
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Consideration: Consent Items

◦ Approve June 21, 2021 Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes

◦ Receive Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Financial Statements: July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

◦ Receive Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Financial Statements: July 1, 2021 – September 3, 2021

◦ Approve Recommended Auditor for FY 2020/21 Audit

◦ Adopt 2022 Board of Directors Meeting Dates: 1/10, 3/21, 6/20, 9/19, 11/21/22

◦ Receive minutes of Executive Committee: 6/11, 7/26, and 8/16/21

◦ Receive minutes of Working Group: 7/29/21



Agenda

◦ Consideration: Consent Items

◦ Report of the Chair and Executive Officer

◦ Water Conditions Update
◦ Dana Carey, Yolo County OES
◦ Tim Busch, Woodland Davis Clean Water Agency

◦ Leo Refsland, Madison/Knights Landing/Cacheville CSDs

◦ Charlie Schaupp, Esparto CSD

◦ Consideration: RWUA’s Request to Join YSGA

◦ Consideration: North Yolo Management Area Recharge Project

◦ Consideration: Formation of YSGA Drought Contingency Planning Committee

◦ Update on Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development 

◦ Members’ Reports and Future Agenda Items



Draft Yolo Subbasin GSP Posted to Website

Draft Yolo Subbasin GSP

• https://www.yologroundwater.org/yolo-groundwater-sustainability-plan

Survey for Comment Submission (comments received until October 27, 2021)

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB7DXYV

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KB7DXYV


Review of Public Workshop Content

Public Workshop Review

• August 25 public meeting - 71 Participants 

• September 1 public meeting - 45 Participants



Review of Public Workshop Content
Presented on

• GSP Development Process

• Groundwater Conditions in the Yolo Subbasin

• Sustainable Management Criteria

• Projects and Management Actions



Public Workshop Feedback

• Questions about data gaps – Dunnigan Hills, South Yolo MAs

• Questions related to a changing future

– Changing land use

– Climate change

– Changes in groundwater usage



Public Workshop Feedback

• Concerns about the financial impacts to domestic well owners

• Concerns of additional management actions

– Meters on well

– Limits on new wells

– Well permitting process 

– Groundwater transfers
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August 2021 Measurements
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August 2021
Depth to water

• Incorporates YCFC network & DWR 
measurements from August



Comparison with 
2015 Drought
• August DTW compared to max DTW 

2014-2015

• 33% of wells are at or below 2015 low



Comparison with 
1977 Drought
• August 2021 DTW compared to Max DTW 

1976-1978

• 17% of wells are at or below 1977 low
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Yolo County Office of Emergency Services



Woodland Davis Clean Water Agency



Depth to Water as of September 19, 2021 = 54.1 feet



Depth to Water as of September 18, 2021 = 71.9 feet



Depth to Water as of September 19, 2021 = 50.2 feet
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Consideration: 
RWUA’s Request to 
Join YSGA
◦ Non-profit organization with 40 members 

◦ Provides irrigation water to approximately 340 acres 
in northern Capay Valley

◦ RWUA requested YSGA membership and 
representation by farmer Ken Muller

◦ EC recommends 1-year backpay + current FY dues 
($340*$0.50/acre*2 years = $340)

◦ EC recommends allowing RWUA to join the 
YSGA and authorizing Chair Cornwell to sign the 
Affiliated Party MOU on behalf of the YSGA.



Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency

26 Members

• Limited Authority

• For regional planning & reporting

• JPA defines authorities & responsibilities of GSA, Management 

Areas, and Eligible Entities

Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan

Draft – For internal discussion purposes only

September 20, 2021

Capay Valley

Rumsey Water Users Assoc.

YCFC&WCD

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

Yolo County (white area)

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Environmental Representative

North Yolo
Dunnigan WD

Colusa Drain Mutual Water Co.

California American Water Co.

RDs 108, 730, and 787

YCFC&WCD

Yolo County (white area)

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Environmental Representative

Central Yolo
Cities of Davis, Woodland &Winters

UC Davis

YCFC&WCD

RD 2035

Esparto and Madison CSDs

Yolo County (white area)

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Environmental Representative

Dunnigan Hills

YCFC&WCD

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Yolo County (white area)

Environmental Representative

South Yolo
City of West Sacramento

Colusa Drain Mutual Water Co.

RDs 537 and 1600

YCFC&WCD

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Yolo County (white area)

Environmental Representative

Advisory Committee

Public

Advisory Committee

Public

Advisory Committee

Public

Advisory Committee

Public

Advisory Committee

Public

Management Areas are used to define sustainability goals and objectives for a hydrogeologic setting.

Clarksburg

RDs 150, 307, 765, and 999

Yolo County Farm Bureau

Environmental Representative

Advisory Committee

Public
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Buckeye Creek 
Recharge Project

• 180-day temporary permit with SWB

• Diverts water from Tehama Colusa 
Canal to Buckeye Creek via 
dewatering gates

• Pilot project that can be applied to 
other small Creeks

• Estimated cost: $60-123k

• Estimated AF recharged: 1-2 TAF

• Cost per AF: ~$60/AF
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Consideration of Forming a YSGA Drought 
Contingency Planning Committee

Context: In the event we don’t receive any rain this year …

what actions would the YSGA like to take?

Committee Intent

Report to the County on Drought Contingency Plan Related to YSGA’s Groundwater 
Authority

Committee Deliverables

• Interim/Short-Term MAs to Better Manage a Longer-Term Drought

• Prioritize Projects for Implementation – Projects Ready to Proceed



Consideration of Forming a YSGA Drought 
Contingency Planning Committee

Potential Near-Term Management Actions for Mitigating Drought

• Expansion or additional evaluation of implementing MA2 and MA8

• Consideration of additional data that can be collected as part of the well 
permitting process

• Evaluation of new well limitations in the short-term – potentially only on 
property that has not been irrigated historically

• Consideration of allowing YSGA staff time to assist with grant writing for 
drought funding opportunities

• Others?



Emergency Drought 
Funding

FEDERAL FUNDING

• USDA Rural 
Development ($41M)

• US EPA Drinking Water 
program

• Bureau of Reclamation –
Water SMART

• FEMA – BRIC & 
HMP programs



Consideration of Forming a YSGA Drought 
Contingency Planning Committee

Committee Intent

Report to the County on Drought Contingency Plan Related to YSGA’s 
Groundwater Authority

Committee Deliverables

• Interim/Short-Term MAs to Better Manage a Longer-Term Drought

• Prioritize Projects for Implementation – Projects Ready to Proceed



YSGA Working Group Discussion

PROPERLY DEFINE THE PROBLEM

• Understand more about where concerned workshop participants are located

• Understand more about the wells that are failing – construction info., location, total well depth, 
etc.

• Idea to overlay OES dry well map with changing water levels map (how localized are the 
problems?)

CONSIDER YSGA’S MISSION and AUTHORITY

• Create a communication plan to inform the public of  the proper notification process 
(relationship between YSGA and Yolo County)

• Consider proper tools for solving the problem (blanket actions may not be necessary for 
localized issues)

• Does the YSGA want to be involved in short-term/emergency response (and funding 
mechanism)?
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YSGA Working Group Discussion (cont.)

PROJECT-RELATED IDEAS

• Districts need to encourage conjunctive use for all growers within service area

• Assess projects based on whether they are helping problem areas identified

• Desire to support the District’s efforts in proceeding with China Slough recharge 
project



EC Recommends Forming an Ad-Hoc 
Drought Contingency Planning Committee
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Update on GSP Development
◦ Continued work on GSP sections by GSP Technical Team

◦ Posted draft Yolo Subbasin GSP to website (comments received until 10/27/21):  

https://www.yologroundwater.org/yolo-groundwater-sustainability-plan

◦ Working Group Meeting – July and September

◦ Public Workshops – August 25 and September 1, 2021

◦ Yolo/Solano, and Yolo/North and Yolo/South American Interbasin Coordination Meetings

September 2021

YSGA BOD Meeting

October 2021

Receive and incorporate comments on 
Draft Yolo Subbasin GSP

November 2021

YSGA BOD Meeting

Dec. 2021 – January 
2022

Finalize, Adopt, Submit Yolo Subbasin 
GSP

YSGA BOD Meetings
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